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Rich History and Rich Soils Inspire the Protection  
of the Hooskip Dairy Farm in Petersburgh 

John McMahon proudly shows off his mounted collection of  
arrowheads, all of them discovered on his 714-acre farm. The farm  
is located along the Hoosic River on Indian Massacre Road in  
Petersburgh and straddles the Vermont state border. A state historian 
determined that some of the arrows date back as far as 6,000 years. 
As John put it, “My son Dan plows deep. Because of the rich, deep 

river-bottom soil here, you can plow 12” instead of the usual 
8”and we’re always turning up arrowheads. People have been 
hunting, fishing and living here for a long time because  
it’s such a fertile valley. It’s also a great place to farm. ”
Determined to become a dairyman

John’s grandfather owned a dairy in Salem, New York. His father was allergic 
to cows so became a dentist in Albany where John was born and raised.  
Although John worked on an uncle’s dairy farm in White Creek as a young 
man, he went to Georgetown University to study dentistry and follow in his 
father’s footsteps. But farming was in John’s blood. Lucky for him his younger 
brother wanted to be a dentist, and John seized the opportunity to switch  
to Cornell and become a dairyman.    continued on page 6

It’s so easy to grow crops here. We 
have great cows, I give them the credit. 
But it’s really because these soils can 
grow crops with the nutrients they 

need to produce good milk. It would 
be a shame to put houses here.” 

– John McMahon



pg2  ASA SPRING ’12 pg3  ASA SPRING ’12

Board of Directors

Tom Jilek 
Chair, Salem

Katherine Roome 
Co Vice-Chair, Green-
wich

Erika Sellar Ryan 
Co Vice-Chair, Green-
wich

Tara Nolan 
Treasurer, Eagle Bridge

Stephan Deibel 
Secretary, White Creek

Art Brod 
Poestenkill & Easton

Gene Ceglowski 
Rupert, Vermont

Liz Gordon 
Easton

Noel Hanf 
Jackson

Gregory Hansen 
East Nassau & Easton

Dave Horn 
Easton

Cynthia Parillo 
Buskirk

David Sampson 
Troy

Justin Stevens 
Greenwich

Stuart Ziehm 
Buskirk

ASA Staff

Teri Ptacek  
Executive Director

Renee Bouplon  
Associate Director

Chris Krahling  
Project Manager

Janet Britt  
Easement Steward

Meegan Finnegan  
Senior Manager of  
Communications  
and Outreach

Sarah Kane 
Administrative  
Assistant

Ensuring a Future for 
Farming and Forestry  
in our Community
The Agricultural Stewardship Association is a 
nonprofit land trust founded in 1990 by local 
farmers and conservationists to protect land for 
agricultural and forestry uses in Washington and 
Rensselaer counties. Our goal is to make sure that 
farms and forests will continue to be a part of our 
lives here for many generations to come. To date, 
we have assisted landowners with the conservation 
of 13,701 acres of farm and forest land.

ASA receives funding from its members and sup-
porters, Castanea Foundation, and the New York 
Conservation Partnership Program (administered 
by the Land Trust Alliance Northeast Program with 
support from the State of New York).

Agricultural Stewardship Association

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834
ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

From the Executive Director
This past winter we invited members 
of the community to get together 
to reflect on the progress of ASA’s 
farmland conservation work. We asked 
them to evaluate what we’ve done well, 
what they’d like to see us doing in the 
future, and to share their visions and 

hopes for our community. Our goal was to determine how we, as an orga-
nization, can help realize those goals and develop a 5-year strategic plan to 
serve as our guide going forward.

To be honest, starting in on another strategic plan was a daunting prospect 
for staff and board. But that meeting gave us the jolt of excitement and inspira-
tion we needed to carry out this important, if painstaking, task and focus our 
energy on how to best serve the community. About fifty people with diverse 
backgrounds participated and they had a lot to say. 

By and large, everyone felt that protecting close to 14,000 acres over the last 
22 years was a good start and they wanted to see us protect more. They talked 
about the agricultural promise of our region. Not only did they want to preserve 
the agricultural heritage that’s so dear to us but they felt that we have a real op-
portunity to grow and flourish as an agricultural leader for the Northeast. 

We have the infrastructure, great soils and climate needed to produce food 
in significant quantity. We have some of the largest markets for our products 
right at our doorstep and they are increasingly interested in buying local. We 
have talented farmers with much to teach and quite a few young farmers look-
ing to get started. For all of these reasons, planning a future for agriculture by 
protecting productive land from development was viewed as essential. 

Quite a number of people also felt we should be working to connect more 
people in our region to the land and to agriculture. As generations go by, fewer 
and fewer people are directly involved with farming and the art of producing 
food. To care about an issue, they agreed, means you have to be involved in it. 
Providing regular opportunities for more people to visit farms and learn about 
how they impact our lives, whether by providing food, natural habitat, clean air 
and water, economic opportunity, scenic beauty or all of the above, would foster 
a passion for conservation. 

The long-term success of our work depends on making that connection. 
We are like racers in a giant relay race. We’ve been handed a responsibility to 
steward the land and we must work hard to deliver that responsibility fulfilled 
into the hands of the next generation. 

And on that note, I would like to thank our outgoing board members, 
several of whom have been guiding us wisely for a long time, for their service 
to ASA and our community. They’ve really run the race! I am also pleased to 
welcome our new members; a dynamic bunch who I know will put their hearts 
into the next leg. It’s an honor to work in a community alongside so many 
talented, committed and hard-working people.   —Teri Ptacek

kip Clark appreciates the value of good cropland. He’s 
a third generation dairy farmer and says that when his 
grandfather bought the family farm on Ashgrove Road 
in Cambridge in 1919 there were 29 small dairy farms 

in operation there. A neighbor picked up cans of milk from 
each family to bring to town daily. They started with 14 cows 
and farmed through the depression, although Skip says they 
almost lost the farm. 

His father and older brother worked the farm together, 
milking 70 cows. Skip raised heifers on a neighboring farm 
throughout high school and in 1985, he decided to try and go 
out on his own. He farmed two properties in Hoosick while 
continuing to work with his father and brother, but he didn’t 
own the land. He recalls “it was a struggle to get going”.

After his dad passed away, Skip was asked to take over the 
farm on Ashgrove. He says, “In some ways it was a step back. 
There really wasn’t enough tillable land to expand the dairy, but 
it was home.” He and his wife Selena, who’s also from a farm 
family in Cambridge, raised their children there. He credits her 
with being integral to the farm’s success from the start, caring 
for the calves and taking care of the finances.

To support their growing operation, the Clark family rented 
a rich, flat parcel of land on Route 313 just outside the village 
of Cambridge which borders the Eldridge Swamp State Forest. 
They also started a custom cropping business, raising crops for 

a number of local farmers for extra income. Skip admits he 
likes that part of farming best, “I like the beauty of land and 
want to see what it can produce. I’ve dreamed of working it 
since I was a boy.” 

When the Stearns brothers decided to retire from dairying 
they asked Skip, who’d been cropping their land in Petersburgh, 
if he’d like to buy it. At the same time the land he rented on 
Route 313 came up for sale. Knowing how productive the land 
was, Skip turned to ASA for help acquiring both parcels. 

The Castanea Foundation, ASA’s conservation partner, pur-
chased both parcels. Castanea continued to rent to the Clarks 
while they worked with ASA and Washington County to 
secure funding from the New York State Farmland Protection 
Program to conserve all 540 acres. The Whipstock Hill Preser-
vation Society contributed additional funding to help with the 
protection of the Stearns’ farm.

Conservation enabled the Clark family to purchase both 
parcels from Castanea at their reduced agricultural value. Skip 
recalls “I was skeptical at first, after all the hard knocks and 
struggle it seemed too good to be true. But I can’t say enough 
good about working with Castanea. I wouldn’t have been able 
to secure this land, which is so important to my business, with-
out their help.” Skip and Selena hope their son Tyler, who loves 
working with the cows and studies dairying at Morrisville State 
College, will follow in their footsteps. 

S

Conservation Enables Clark Family Farm 
to Acquire Critical Support Land
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Make a 
Connection  
with the 
Land
ASA is pleased to offer a variety  
of programs and events that give  
you and your family the opportunity 
to visit properties you’ve helped  
conserve and see firsthand what 
makes them so special.

May 3rd  
through July 12th 
6 sessions

Farm Photography for Kids
$10/per child, per session,  
registration required

Learn how to take great photos of your favorite farm 
animals and agricultural scenes. Our Farm Photog-
raphy for Kids program gives kids a chance to visit 
some of our region’s most interesting farms, explore 
what they do there, and learn how to take great 
photos from professional photographers. 

Over the course of the spring and early summer 
we’ll visit six fantastic and diverse farms to find 
out what makes them so special and worth pro-
tecting. Each participant will have his or her work 
featured in a special exhibition at the Washington 
County and Schaghticoke fairs. 

Trips this year include visits to Deep Roots 
Holsteins in Hudson Falls, Homestead Farm in 
Cropseyville, Cannon Cattle Ranch in Pittstown, 
Elihu Farm in Easton, Flying Pigs Farm in Shushan, 
and Northern Spy Farm in Sandgate, Vermont. 

Farm Photography for Kids is made possible,  
in part, with public funds from the New York State 
Council on the Arts Decentralization Program, 
administered locally by the Lower Adirondack 
Regional Arts Council.

May 19th
10-noon, Hogan property, Hampton

Slate Valley Natural  
History Presentation
Free family program,  
registration requested

Bernadette Hoffman, a naturalist and educator 
from the Pember Museum, will lead a presentation 
on the natural history of the slate valley at the con-
served Hogan property in Hampton. She will bring 
mounted specimens of owls, hawks and a red fox. 
There will be an educational game called “Wild 
Faces” and hands-on items–wings, talons, and 
pelts, all for the touching and learning. She will 
also bring Max, her very much live Canada Lynx!

May 26th 
9-11 a.m., Jermain Hill Farm,  
White Creek

Guided Bird Walk 
Free family program,  
registration requested
An ornithologist from Audubon NY will lead a 
bird walk at the 318-acre conserved Jermain Hill 
Farm. Owners Marine and Alex Zagoreos manage 
a portion of the fields for grassland and song bird 
habitat. An ornithologist recently identified 75 
different bird species on the property. Two golden 
eagles are known to nest there as well. This is sure 
to be a great adventure for bird lovers!

July 8th 
4-8 p.m., Washington County Fairgrounds

Barbecue and Bands  
Family Picnic
Come help us celebrate the families who have 
made a tremendous gift to our community by con-
serving their land and ensuring that it will remain 
available for farming in the future. We’ll enjoy deli-
cious local barbecue, country and bluegrass music 
from the Hill Hollow Band, and beer from Brown’s 
Brewing. There will be games, face-painting and 
activities for the kids too!

July 17th
6-8 p.m., LaCroix property, Greenwich

Farm Pond Management
Free workshop, registration requested

Joe Driscoll and his staff from the Washington 
County Soil &Water Conservation District will share 
their extensive knowledge and experience about the 
uses, siting, construction, and management of farm 
ponds. Russ LaCroix of Greenwich has offered the 
use of his farm pond as a focal point for the talk. 

July 29th 
First ride begins at 9 a.m.

Tour de Farm: Saratoga  
Battlefield Landscapes
See back page for details

August 11th 
10-noon, White Oak Farm, Hoosick

Nature Walk 
Free family program,  
registration requested
Join naturalist Howard Smith for a guided nature 
walk through conserved fields, wetlands and forests. 
Learn about wild-life habitats, non-native invasive 
plants, wild edibles and forestry management for 
timber and wildlife. Ask questions, join in on the 
conversation and enjoy what nature has to offer. 
We’ll see an ancient White Oak tree, thought to 
be one of the largest in the state, and a wonderful 
beaver dam on this conserved farm. 

September 29th 
9-noon, St. Croix Farm, Schaghticoke 

Grow Your Own  
Mushroom Garden!
$35/individual, $50/couple, register 
early, space is limited to 25 people

Join local mycologist Sue Van Hook for a morning 
workshop at the protected 688-acre St. Croix Farm 
in Schaghticoke. She will teach methods for cul-
tivating a variety of mushrooms in your own back 
yard. Be sure to bring 1-2 Tupperware containers 
with lids for taking home your mushroom spawn!

October 6th 
through 8th 
11th Annual Landscapes for 
Landsake Art Exhibition
opening reception:  
October 6, 3 to 6 p.m. 

gallery hours:  

October 7 & 8, Noon to 4 p.m.

Don’t miss the social event of the season! ASA’s 
Landscapes for Landsake art exhibition features 
more than 200 works of art celebrating the beauty 
of our working landscapes. More than 1,500 visitors 
attended over the course of Columbus Day weekend 
last year. Artist Serena Kovalosky will curate this 
year’s show. Fifty percent of art sale proceeds ben-
efit ASA’s farmland conservation program. 

Great Businesses Support a Great Cause
We are very grateful to the many businesses that support our farmland 
conservation work by generously sponsoring our events and programs. 
Their commitment to ensuring a future for farming in our region is a 
gift to us all. This year, we are pleased to have Chobani, the Greek yogurt 
sensation, as a new sponsor for Tour de Farm.

Recent Events and Programs
Our plans for spontaneous snow-
shoeing treks this past winter were 
foiled by Mother Nature but we 
held several terrific hikes instead. 
Mary Ellen Williams, ASA’s 
former board chair and owner of 
Hawk View Farm in Greenwich, 
hosted two walks, one of which 
was led by Greg Edinger, Chief 
Ecologist for the New York Heritage Program. And James Hughto, 
a licensed battlefield guide for Saratoga National Historical Park, led 
a walk at Luke Deikis and Cara Fraver’s Quincy Farm in Easton and 
described the historic battles that took place across the river.

We teamed up with the Washington County Soil & Water Conser-
vation District and Scott Fitscher from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to offer a workshop about the federal programs 
which provide financial and technical assistance to rural landowners. 
We also partnered with Cornell Cooperative Extension, Rensselaer 
Land Trust, and Rensselaer Plateau Alliance to present a workshop 
for rural landowners on how to plan and discuss transitioning their 
property with family members. 

“We are excited to be a part of this year’s ASA 
Tour de Farm event. Our farmers are an integral 
part of the Chobani story, and we’re committed 

to supporting New York State agriculture and the 
New York State farmers who make it possible.”
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ASA Seeks Accreditation  
through the Land Trust Alliance

T   he land trust accreditation program recognizes land 
conservation organizations that meet national qual-
ity standards for protecting important natural places 

and working lands forever. The Agricultural Stewardship 
Association is pleased to announce that it is applying for  
accreditation this year.”

The Land Trust Accreditation Commission, an inde-
pendent program of the Land Trust Alliance, conducts an 
extensive review of each applicant’s policies and programs. 
Renee Bouplon, who is overseeing ASA’s application process, 
says, “Receiving national accreditation will strengthen our 
organization and the lands we protect by ensuring that our 
work is consistently performed in accordance with the  
highest standards and practices.” 

A public comment period is now open. The Commission 
invites public input and accepts signed, written comments on 
pending applications. Comments must relate to how ASA 
complies with national quality standards. These standards 
address the ethical and technical operation of a land trust. 
For the full list of standards see www.landtrustaccreditation.
org/getting-accredited/indicator-practices.

To learn more about the accreditation program and to 
submit a comment, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org. 
Comments may also be faxed or mailed to the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission, Attn: Public Comments: (fax) 
518-587-3183; (mail) 112 Spring Street, Suite 204, Saratoga 
Springs, NY 12866. Comments on ASA’s application will be 
most useful if received by November 1st, 2012. 

continued from page 1
After college, John met Mary, who’d grown 

up on a dairy farm in Eagle Bridge. They got 
married and he spent some time working on 
her brother’s farm while they looked for a 
place of their own. When the farm in Peters-
burgh came up for sale John hurried down 
immediately and recalls, “It was 10 o’clock at 
night and too dark to see much, but I could 
smell the good river bottom soil. 

I talked to the owner, gave him a down pay-
ment and bought it right then and there.”

Land so good it would be  
a crime not to farm it

They named the farm Hooskip after the 
Hoosic River and Skiparee Mountain, much of 
which is part of the farm. They’ve raised 4 chil-
dren and have 11 grandchildren. They wanted 
to keep the farm small and self-sustaining. To-
day, John and his son Dan milk 115 registered 
Holsteins, raise almost all of their feed on the 
farm, harvest timber and cut enough fire-wood 
to heat their homes. John explains, “If it wasn’t 
for Dan taking over, I wouldn’t still be farming. 
The hours are long and it requires patience and 
good health. It’s not a job—it’s a way of life”. 

The farm’s rich history and superb soils 
inspired John and his family to protect their 
land. They protected 371 acres in Pownell with 
the Vermont Land Trust and then worked 
with ASA to apply for funding through the 
New York State Farmland Protection Program 
to protect the adjacent 343 acres in Peters-
burgh. John has inspired a number of neigh-
boring farmers to protect their land as well. 
Including the portion of his farm in  
Vermont, there are now 1,492 acres that have 
been or are in the process of being protected  
in this rich river valley. 

John & Dan 
McMahon

Alex Zagoreos is 
clearly proud to be 
milling the 7” x 7” 
beams needed to 
repair the barn sills 
at Jermain Hill Farm 
in White Creek. “It’s 
such a pleasure when 
you’re able to take the 
timber right from your 
own woods and see it 
transformed for use 
on the farm.” He and 
his wife Marine and 
several partners bought 

this beautiful 319-acre farm, which connects the Mount Tom 
State Reforestation Area to the Little White Creek, in 1977.  

Although they travelled a lot and were busy raising three 
children, Alex and Marine fell in love with the farm and 
eventually bought out the partners and leased land to a local 
dairy farmer. They lived in New York City and spent weekends 
and summers in White Creek. Marine, who grew up in Brit-
tany, France, calls the farm heaven. “It’s so different here than 
where I grew up—there’s so much open space and wilderness. 
I would rather be here than anywhere else.” 

Marine is an avid gardener and raises orchids in her 
greenhouse. The couple shares an interest in birds. They man-
age some of their land for grassland and song bird habitat, 

leaving a few fields uncut until July when the nesting pe-
riod is over. An ornithologist who visited the farm recently 
counted 75 distinct bird species including two golden eagles 
which Alex and Marine see regularly. 

Inspiration to conserve came naturally to the Zagoreoses. 
Alex served as chair of Scenic Hudson, a land trust serving the 
lower Hudson River Valley, and treasurer of Riverkeeper, an 
organization dedicated to protecting the Hudson River. He is 
currently chair of Audubon New York and believes strongly in 
protecting the natural resources that 
make New York such a rich state. 

He and Marine have more time 
to dedicate to the farm now and 
have started a herd of grass-fed 
Hereford beef cows which they 
will be marketing this fall. They 
made the important decision to 
donate an easement on their farm 
because, as Marine put it, “We love 
it so much that we want to make 
sure to leave something that won’t 
change much for our children, their 
children, or whoever’s children are 
here to take care of it.”

ASA is hosting a guided bird 
walk at Jermain Hill Farm on May 
26th; see our events & programs 
page for more information.

Alex & Marine Zagoreos

Alex and Marine Zagoreos Donate a Conser-
vation Easement to Protect Jermain Hill Farm

Donating an  
Easement May  
Provide Tax Benefits

If you’ve ever consid-
ered donating a con-
servation easement on 
your land, like Alex and 
Marine Zagoreos did 
on their Jermain Hill 
Farm, now is the time 
to contact ASA and get 
your project underway. 
Call Renee or Chris 
by early July at (518) 
692-7285 for more 
information about how 
donating an easement 
can help you realize 
your conservation goals.

“



Thank You for Your Service
This spring marks the departure of seven of ASA’s Board mem-
bers and the arrival of four new recruits. We are tremendously 
grateful for their service–they are the ultimate volunteers! 
Mary Ellen Williams, who has served as chair for the past two 
years, is stepping down after six years on the Board. A retired 
librarian, Mary Ellen has been a tremendous leader, giving tire-
lessly of her time and energy. As a gracious host, she’s helped us 

deepen our connections to 
the community and meet 
many new friends.

Seth Jacobs has served 
on ASA’s board for a total 
of 20 years, including ten-
ures as chair and vice chair. 
As someone who’s been 
with ASA almost since the 
beginning, Seth has kept 
our history and guided us 
according to the prin-
ciples on which ASA was 
founded. His perspective as 
a successful 
vegetable 
farmer 
has been 
as invalu-
able as his 
passion for 
conserva-
tion. 

Phil 
Gitlen 
has been 
part of the 

board for six years, providing us expert legal 
guidance based on his experience as an envi-
ronmental lawyer and partner at Whiteman 
Osterman and Hanna, LLP. He served on both 
the Board Governance & Development and 
Finance & Investment committees. 

Margaret Stokowski is 
stepping down after 5 years 
on the Board. She and her 
family run John Stokowski 
& Sons, a power equipment 
sales and service business in 
Granville. Margaret shared 
her northern Washington 
County perspective with us 
and was a great help on a 
number of events during  
her tenure.

Thomas Christenfeld,  
co-owner of the conserved 
Alleged Farm in Easton, 
served four years on the 
Board. His perspective as 
someone who protected his 
own farm, and his under-
standing of agricultural issues, 
has helped shape ASA’s direc-

tion. He’s 
also the 
culinary 
genius 
who graciously caters the preview party for 
our Landscapes for Landsake art exhibition. 

Alyssa J. McClenning, with her back-
ground in communications and marketing, 
has been a wonderful resource, helping us 
develop business sponsorship opportuni-
ties. Megan Galbraith also has a wealth 
of knowledge in communications and has 
helped with our outreach materials and 
events. Both are leaving after 2 years of 
service on the board. 

We wish all of our outgoing Board 
members the best of luck and are confident 
that they will continue to champion the 
cause of farmland conservation!

 “Over these twenty  
years I’ve felt privileged  

to be part of ASA’s  
farmland conservation 
work and am tremen-
dously grateful for the 

support of our commu-
nity. How much land we 
continue to protect and 
how well we steward the 
lands we’ve already con-

served, will depend on the 
continued involvement of 
all of us who care about 
the future of farming.” 

– Seth Jacobs

“When I joined the ASA 
Board, I was impressed 

with how diverse members 
of the community worked 
together on the common 
goal of land protection. 

What a wonderful mesh-
ing of abilities and re-

spect I found, what great 
satisfaction I felt as each 
farm was conserved, and 

how quickly six years goes 
by when you enjoy what 

you are doing. Hard work? 
Yes, but that’s what forever 

farming is all about.” 
– Mary Ellen Williams

“I have especially  
enjoyed speaking with  
long-time land conser-
vancy colleagues and 
friends and hearing 

them tell me how much 
they admire ASA for its 
achievements over the 

years. We are very  
fortunate to have such  
an organization serving 

our community.” 
– Phil Gitlen

Siblings Suzette Durso, Rachel Russell, Tony Hall and Tim 
Hall graciously donated a wooded 24-acre parcel to ASA for 
resale earlier this year. While the parcel was not a candidate 
for conservation, ASA was able to sell the land to a neighbor 
and will use the proceeds to directly support our farmland 
conservation program. 

A legacy gift is a meaningful way for you to support farmland 
conservation here in your community for generations to come. 
Your gift, in the form of real estate, a bequest, life insurance, 

gift annuity or trust, empowers ASA to protect and steward the 
valuable agricultural resources of our region and may provide 
you with tax benefits. Years from now, when people enjoy the 
bounty our farmland provides, they will have you to thank.

Please let us know if you, like the Hall family, have real 
estate you’d like to donate. For information about gifting 
real estate or legacy giving options, please call our Executive 
Director, Teri Ptacek, at 692-7285 or visit us online at www.
agstewardship.org.

Consider a Gift of Real Estate to Support 
Local Farmland Conservation

Welcome to the Board
We’re pleased to welcome Liz Gordon to the Board. Liz previously served 
from 2001 to 2007. She and her husband Thomas Christenfeld conserved 
their Alleged Farm in Easton. Liz is currently the director of policy develop-
ment in the office of the New York State Comptroller. She’s also served as 
special counsel to the Commissioner at the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (DEC) and in the New York State Governor’s 
Office as assistant secretary for the Environment. Her unique understand-
ing of environmental issues, combined with her legal acumen and experience 
with advocacy, strategic planning and fundraising, will be a great asset. 

David Sampson is an attorney, consulting on environmental issues in 
the public and private sectors. He served previously as associate counsel for 
the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
and was the executive director of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Com-
munities Council. He has served on the boards of the New York League of 
Conservation Voters, the Scenic Hudson Land Trust and the Rensselaer-
Taconic Land Conservancy among others. He lives in Troy. 

Greg Hansen grew up in a dairy farming family and owned and oper-
ated a small farm in Pittstown, raising cattle, horses and selling hay. He 
served on the Pittstown Planning Board and assisted with the development 
of the Rensselaer County Farmland Protection Plan. Greg has been an 
ardent supporter of ASA’s work and is currently employed as an operation 
supervisor for the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Company.

Noel Hanf and his wife Judy donated an easement to protect their 
O’Donnell Hill Farm in Jackson where they raise beef cattle. Now retired, Noel 
worked as general counsel for The Research Libraries Group, a consortium of 
research libraries created to develop computer applications for large libraries. 

Thank You Maggie!
Maggie Denison, of the pro-
tected Denison Farm in Scha-
ghticoke, was an intern for ASA 
this spring. She helped research 
and develop programs for 
children, went on site visits and 
helped with fundraising. Maggie 
studied sustainable agriculture 
at Green Mountain College, has 
worked on farms most of her 
life, and hopes to take over her 
family farm someday. We were 
delighted to have her help.
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Thank You. Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Happen.

Foundations	
Anonymous (1)	
Castanea Foundation	
The Community Foundation  

of the Greater Capital Region	
Gordon Foundation	
The McCarthy Charities, Inc.	
Nordlyss Foundation	
The Pew Charitable Trusts	
Whipstock Hill Preservation Society, Inc.

Government		
New York State Conservation  

Partnership Program*	
New York State Council on the  

Arts Decentralization Program**
Rensselaer County	
Town of Schaghticoke	

Cream of the Crop	
Anonymous (1)	
Gina, Stephan and Ajanta Deibel	
Farm Credit East	
Philip Gitlen and Melody Mackenzie	
Elizabeth Gordon and Thomas Christenfeld
Hank Howard	
Josh Levy and Pam Magnuson	
Maryann McGeorge and Susan Sanderson
Hugh and Kathy Roome	
Rupert Veterinary Clinic	
Saratoga Casino and Raceway	
Select Sothebys International Realty
Gary Stine and Nina Lockwood	
Daniel and Deko Stone	
Top Chef Masters 3	
John Umlauf	
Londa Weisman and Sidney Knafel	

Benefactor	
Arthur F. Brod Jr.	
Capital Tractor, Inc	
Elizabeth Gilmore	
James and Cheryl Gold	
Frederic C. Guile	
John Stokowski & Sons	
Russell and Elizabeth LaCroix	
Joan and By Lapham	
Carol and Douglas Leith	
Mitch and Doris Levinn	
Margaret Meath	
Don Pompliano and Kathy Taylor	
Teri Ptacek	
William Ralston and Joan Bleikamp	
Jefferson A. and Sally P. Small	
Hal Spiezio	
Stirling Brook Farms	
Elizabeth Lynne Van Nest	
Mary Ellen Williams	

Steward	
Matt and Peggy Cannon	
Gordon Chaplin	
Hubbell Realty Services	
Mineke and Andrew Knapp	
Chris Lincoln and Tammara Van Ryn
	 —New Minglewood Farm
Bliss and Robbie McIntosh	
Moses Farm	
Lisa Randles and Remus Preda	
Maria Buteux Reade	
Lee Shapiro and Patrick Gill	

Sherman Farm LLC	
Tim and Lisa Smith	
Rebecca A. Sparks	
The Chronicle	
Toolite Farms, LLC	
Anne H. Van Ingen	
Wiley Brothers	
Tim and Kathleen Wiley	
Anne and Ethan Winter	

Sustaining	
Anonymous (2)	
Randall Adams	
Norman and Gertrude Allen	
Archdale Agricultural Products, LLC	
Keith Armstrong	
Sarah Ashton and John Mooney	
Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm	
Andrew Beers and Elizabeth Meer	
Bradley Birge	
Booth’s Blend Compost	
Don and Tracey Boyd	
Belinda Bradley	
Brian Holbritter, PLS, LLC	
Edie Brown	
Patty and Tim Burch	
Jill and John Burwell	
Pam and Joe Cali	
Clark Farm	
Cecilia Clarke	
John Cogan, MD	
Trisha and John Cooney	
Harold and Druscilla Craig	
Kerri Culhane and Jason Black	
W. Marvin Day	
Leslie J De Groot, MD	
Rudolf and Waltraut Deibel	
Dill Abstract Company	
James E. and Carole J. Dilley	
John Dojka and Janet Britt	
Bill and Barbara Eberle	
Elizabeth Ellard	
First Reformed Church	
Caroline Eastman and Bertram H. Freed
Maryellen Gilroy	
Robert and Rae Gilson	
Granville Large Animal Veterinary Service
Alex Gutierrez and Lucia Skwarek	
Catherine and Lawrence Hamlin	
Carol Hand	
David Higby and Nancy Hand Higby	
Hand Melon Farm	
Noel and Judy Hanf	
Greg Hansen	
Joseph Hess	
Allan & Kathleen Hoerup	
Seth Jacobs and Martha Johnson	
Thomas and Diane Jilek	
Patricia Johanson	
Chris Jones	
Jordan & Kelly	
Lars and Margaret Kulleseid	
Landview Farms, LLC	
Kenneth and Anita Lay	
Ralph Lee and Casey Compton	
Roy and Shirley Lerman	
Lewis Waite Farm	
Ruth Leys and Michael Fried	
Dean Makings	
Andrea Masters and Bruce Piasecki	
Naomi Meyer and Ron Renoni	

Annie Miller and Don Minkel	
Tara Nolan	
O’Hearns Pharmacy	
Patricia O’Keefe	
Cindy and Jack Parillo	
Don and Eileen Patten	
Flavio Pompetti and Ann Agee	
Doug Reed and Peg Winship	
Charles and Marcia Reiss	
Rimol Greenhouse Systems, Inc.	
Patricia Russell	
Robert Ryan	
Sheafe Satterthwaite	
Schutze Family Dentistry	
Caroline Seligman and George Jolly	
David and Elise Smith	
Mike and Karyn Sobing	
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Stein	
Marilyn Stephenson	
Hannah Stevens	
Clifford and Janet Stewart	
Strawberry Fields Farm and  

Nature Preserve	
Jane and David Suttle	
William Throop	
Jim and Kay Tomasi	
Fred Tomkins	
Maria and David Trabka	
Brian Trombley and Kristal Van Dyke
Molly Turlish	
Annette Van Rooy and Jippe Hiemstra
Victory View Vineyard	
Thomas Wallace and Delia Marshall	
Bob  and Carolee Webster	
Rey Wells	
Mia Westerlund	
Whalen Chevrolet	

Supporting	
Bob and Carolyn Akland	
Ronald and Felicitas Anderson	
Andland Farms	
Don Armstrong	
Noel and Caroline Ashton	
George Beagle	
Lawrence and Cynthia Blakemore	
Jonathan and Judith Bridge	
Allan Brock	
Brookefield Farms	
Brotherhood Farms	
Ben Brownell	
Jack and Pam Brownell	
Al and Nancy Budde	
Jane Canova	
Catherine A. Burkly, Esq.	
Circus Cafe	
David Cooper and Maria Jones	
Barbara Coughlin and John Fallon	
Tom and Sarah Dauenhauer	
Patricia DeMan	
David and Eleanor deVries	
Mrs. Nancy C. Downing	
Raymond and Marti Ellermann	
Deborah Esrick	
Sue Evans	
John Furman and Family	
Alan and Elizabeth Gee	
Butch Gilchrest	
Cyndy and John Golde	
Jeffrey and Fran Goldstone	

Katherine Graney and Sean Loftus	
Julie Harrell	
Donald and Carolyn Henry	
Hi Brow Farms, LLC	
Michael Hochanadel	
Shawn Holt	
Lyn Howard and Jack Alexander	
Bill Hyde	
Nettie Jensen	
Maureen Kennedy	
Kenyon Hill Farm	
Leonard Kerr	
Thomas and Jane Keys	
Fritz Koenig	
David Kwasniak	
David Kwasniak, Jr.	
Martha and David Layton	
Linda LeClair	
Joseph and Carol MacDonald	
Laura and John McDermott	
Ronald McLean	
Thomas Meath	
Bernard & Molly Melewski	
Terry and Mary Ann Mitchell	
Diane and Mike Morency	
Charles Moses	
Stephen and Mary Muller	
George and Ellen Mulvaney	
David Nichols	
Bill and Liz Niemi	
North Country Xerographics, Inc.	
Cathy and Dick Ogden	
David Owen and Barbara Freund	
Elnora Peters	
Philpott Farm	
Paul E. and Judy Pontiff	
Yvonne Porter	
Bill Preston	
Quarry Ridge Alpacas	
Linda and Richard Randles	
Chris Rayner	
Maralee Rice	
Burton W. Richmond	
River Brook Junction LLC	
Rojan Farms	
Collen Ryan and Eric Hoppel	
Ruth Sadinsky and Gregory Coons	
Kathy Sanderson	
Anne Savage and Michael Myers	
Dottie Schneider	
Schoolhouse Boatworks	
John Shoemaker and Zaidee Bliss	
Jeffrey C. Shumaker	
Rowland Sinnamon	
Norma J. Skellie	
Howard Smith	
Susan O. Smith	
Susan and Stephen Snyder	
Louise and J.B. Sobing	
James and Amy Stott	
Peter Subers and Rob Bauer	
Towpath Antiques & Books	
Triple I Farms	
Up & Over Farm	
Lawrence Vedder	
Caroline Welling and David McGuire	
Lynn and Richard Wilson	
Elaine Winslow	
Marilyn Zaborek	
Brian Zweig	

ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful community of supporters. In these 
challenging times, your generous contributions and the spirit they reflect mean so much to us. 

The following lists include contributions made between November 1, 2011 and April 5, 2012 
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this information. Please contact us at  
(518) 692-7285 to note any changes that should be made for the next issue of our newsletter.

Friend	
Anonymous (2)	
Andrew Pate Design	
Mark Bonin	
Fern Bradley and Tom Cole	
Kathy and John Braico	
Jennifer Braucher	
Sandy and Matilda Brett	
Carl and Lorraine Brownell	
Janice Cipperly	
Patricia Coon	
Clem and MaryDee Crowe	
Tom Curren	
Nancy Davis	
Cathy Firman	
James Greeley	
K. Walter and Anna-Maria Grom	
M.L. Healey	
Sophia Healy	
Homespun Occasions	
Yuka Imata	
Sandra Kingsbury	
Susan Earl Klebl	
Mary Laedlein and Dale Hall	
Michael and Sharon Lozman	
Kevin McCarthy	
Shirley M. Mulligan	
Carolyn Paine	
Leslie Parke	
William Pichet	
Preble Realty, LLC	
Kenneth and Jane Robbins	
Marjorie Robertson	
Leonard and Jean Robinson	
Kathleen Ryan Cassidy	
Ashley and Susan Seward	
Fred and Judy Smith	
Sodada, Inc	
Steve Stearns and Sarah Hoffman	
Margaret Sweet	
Cynthia Wian	

Monthly Giving	
Douglas and Linda Bischoff	
Meegan Finnegan	
K.C. Consulting, Rick Kranz  

and Martha Culliton	
Long Days Farm, Deborah Jaffe  

and Edwin Schiele	
Nancy Rockefeller	
J.B. and Louise Sobing	

Matching Donations	
El Paso Energy	
The GE Foundation	

Denison Farm Campaign
Heirloom Tomatoes	
Robert Reilly and Alexandra Streznewski

Seedlings	
David Roberts	

Quincy Farm Campaign	
Cannon	
Anonymous (1)	
James E. Daly, IV	
Ruth and Sandy Lamb	

Militia	
Kenneth and Anita Lay	

Soldier	
Carol Blotter	
Pauline Boehm and William Koebbeman
Renee Bouplon	
Stephan and Gina Deibel	
Debbie Forester and Tim Tear	
Jo Ann Lancaster	
Alice Mairs	
Kelly O’hearn and Paul Hess	

Reinforcements	
Anonymous (2)	
Deep Roots Holsteins	
Allan and Susan DeKrey	
Craig and Kathleen Mauch	
Nate Simms	

Jeff Gaess Forever Farmland  
Legacy Fund	
David and Margaret Horn	

In Memory of	
Ronald Bouplon	
	 Janet and Christian, Amy, Max Noe
James E. Daly IV	
	 James Daly
Marti Kheel	
	 Jack and Cynthia Parillo
Ted Kheel	
	 Jack and Cynthia Parillo
Loren LeBarron	
	 Marilyn LeBarron
John Rich	
	 Carol Rich
Milan S. Shattuck	
	 Joan Weaver
	 Laura and Scott Weaver
	 Yaroslav Volyanik
Jerry Ptacek	
	 Renee Bouplon
	 Janet Britt
	 Meegan Finnegan
	 Sarah Kane 
	 Chris and Heidi Krahling 
	 Jack and Cynthia Parillo
Jeane Young	
	 Jack and Cynthia Parillo

In Honor of	
Nick, Crystall and Derek Booth	
	 Paula Sawyer
Elizabeth Compton	
	 Dorothy Lee
Ralph Lee	
	 Wilson Compton
P & J, C & MD	
	 Noel and Caroline Ashton
Lori Pelech	
	 Carol Conolly
Paula Read	
	 James Daus
Greg and Roz Richards	
	 Judimarie Bodien
Gordon Sacks	
	 C & L King Associates
Rebecca Sparks	
	 Planned Giving & Endowments of the 

Jewish Federation of Palm Beach

In Kind Services	
Lynn and Richie Bittner	
Farm Credit East	
Barry Hyman	
King’s Donuts	
Catherine Littell	
Spoonful Catering	
Gary Stine	

Volunteers	
Lynn Bittner	
Judy Bridge	
Maggie Denison	
Sirrell Fiel	
Cathy Firman	
ML Healy	
Ivan Kazen	
Jana King	
Evan Lawrence	
Jennie Lyttle	
Quimby Mahoney	
Annie Miller

*Funding provided through the Environmental Protection Fund in collaboration with the Land Trust Alliance and the State Department of Environmental Conservationpg10 ASA SPRING ’12 pg11 ASA FALL ’11

Special Thanks
We are tremendously grateful to Hildegard Bachert and 
Jane Kallir of the Galerie St. Etienne in NYC for graciously 
hosting a gathering of our supporters in their lovely gallery 
amid the art of Grandma Moses. We are also grateful to Rich 
Moses, Grandma Moses’ great grandson, and his wife Kathy 
for travelling to the city to talk about their farm’s rich legacy 
and why they chose to protect it. Spoonful Catering gener-
ously donated a sumptuous spread of local delicacies which 
were enjoyed by all who attended!

Grandma Moses: My Homeland.  
Copyright©1949 (renewed 1976)  
Grandma Moses Properties., New York.

** Administered locally by the Lower Adirondack Regional Arts Council

ASA is a Member  
of Earthshare!
ASA is a member of EarthShare, a nationwide federation of 
the country’s most respected environmental and conservation 
charities. You can make a gift to ASA by payroll contribution 
through EarthShare’s workplace giving program at numerous 
private companies, many state and municipal government 
organizations, and in the Combined Federal Campaign (CFC), 
by selecting 999-06648 on your pledge form. 

To find out more about how you and your workplace can 
support ASA through an EarthShare charitable giving cam-
paign, please call Meegan Finnegan at (518) 692-7285. 
You can also visit EarthShare’s web site at: www.earthshare.
org. Many thanks to everyone who has made a gift to ASA 
through EarthShare this season!



Agricultural Stewardship Association

July 8th 
4 to 8 p.m., Washington  
County Fairgrounds

Barbecue and  
Bands Family Picnic
See inside for details

July 29th 
First ride begins at 9 a.m.

Tour de Farm: Saratoga  
Battlefield Landscapes
Hit the road and help us save farmland! Tour de 
Farm, now in its third year and building mo-

mentum, is a recreational bicycle ride 
organized by ASA and Saratoga P.L.A.N. 
in partnership with Saratoga National 
Historical Park. The tour showcases the 
scenic working landscapes and historical 
sites surrounding the Park and 
highlights the work our organiza-
tions are doing to protect them. 

Tour de Farm begins and ends 
at the Hand Melon Farm. Riders 
chose between two scenic routes: 
a 15 mile ride, suitable for recre-
ational riders, that stays east of 
the Hudson, and a 35 mile loop 
for intermediate riders that crosses 
the river and enters the Saratoga 
Battlefield. Both routes include 
interesting stops at farms and 
historical sites, and a post-ride 
picnic featuring the delicious 
bounty of our local farms.

October 6th 
through 8th 
11th Annual Landscapes for 
Landsake Art Exhibition
Opening Reception:  
October 6, 3 to 6 p.m. 

Gallery Hours:  
October 7 & 8, Noon to 4 p.m.

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834
ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

visit us 
online
agstewardship.org

follow us on 
facebook and 
twitter

Photography: Derek Pruitt, Jim Newton, Cliff Oliver, Jennifer Jennings, Barbara Edwards    paintings, this page: Bonjour Rooster, Gigi Begin; page 5: The Laurie Pond, Harry Orlyk    Design: Ruth Sadinsky


